
“The question which is 
agitating the world 
today is a social one. It 
is a struggle between 
those who have nothing 
and those who have too 
much. It is a violent 
clash of opulence and 
poverty which is 

shaking the ground under our feet. Our duty as 
Christians is to throw ourselves between these two 
camps in order to accomplish, by love, what justice 
alone cannot do.” Frederic Ozanam 1840 
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“The issue which divides the people  
of our times is no longer one of  
political forms, but a social  
issue: that of knowing whether  
the spirit of egoism or the spirit  
of sacrifice will gain the upper  
hand; whether society is merely to  
be a great exploitation to the  
advantage of those who are  
strongest, or a society in which everybody devotes their 
energies to the common good, and above all to the protection 
of the weak. There are many people who possess too much 
and want to possess even more; there are far many more who 
do not posses enough, who posses nothing and who are ready 
to take it if they are given nothing.  
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In summary... since the French revolution in 1789 to 1848, 

France had experienced three forms of government: 
Republic, Monarchy and Empire. 

Frederic Ozanam was only two years old when Napoleon was 
defeated at Waterloo on 18 June 1815. 

He died less than a year after the proclamation of the Second 
Empire on 2 December 1852. 
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